(1) Guardianship Every religion has three elements that constitute the power of its system-the interpretation of sacred texts, the administration of legal matters, and the observance of prescribed rituals. In some religious traditions those functions are not clearly differentiated; in others they are combined into one office. The Pope as the head of the Catholic Church, for instance, is the highest authority in matters of interpretation, canonical legislation, and worship.
As far as I know, the Bahá'í Faith is the first sacred tradition that introduced the modern principle of separation or distribution of powers into the domain of religious affairs. And the Bahá'í scriptures are the only sacred texts in the world thus far that explicitly speak of the separation of interpretation, administration, and worship. In "Glad Tidings" Bahá'u'lláh distinguishes between worship and the affairs of the community and the state when he writes: "All matters of State should be referred to the House of Justice, but acts of worship must be observed according to that which God hath revealed in His Book" (Bahá'u'lláh, Writings, 1998 212) . In The Most Holy Book he prescribes the erection of the Houses of Worship, or Mashriqu'l-Adhkár, in which sermons and the use of pulpits are prohibited and only the words of the Holy Scriptures may be read (The Most Holy Book, pghs. 115 and 154).
In addition, 'Abdu'l-Bahá, in his "Will and Testament," distinguishes between the matters of interpretation and administration when he establishes the Office of the Guardian of the Faith and outlines its duties and responsibilities. "After the passing away of this wronged one," he writes, "it is incumbent upon the [believers] to turn unto Shoghi Effendi…as he is…the guardian of the Cause of God…He is the expounder of the words of God and after him will succeed the first-born of his lineal descendents" (681). The interpretive function that 'Abdu'l-Bahá assigns to the Office of the Guardian is of such importance that he emphasizes several times the unique position of this person within the faith. "It is incumbent upon the members of the House of Justice, upon all" believers, he points out, "to show their obedience, submissiveness and subordination unto the guardian of the Cause of God." He warns again: whoever "opposeth him hath opposed the True One, will make a breach in the Cause of God, will subvert His Word and will become a manifestation of the Center of Sedition" (681).
The separation of powers between the interpretive Office of the Guardian and the administrative body of the House of Justice is not absolute though and has some qualifications. It resembles the relation between the principles of Yin and Yang in Chinese thought. It is well known that the Yin-Yang symbolism involves three factors. Yin and Yang are two opposite forces that are interlaced with each other and together form a unity of duality. Likewise, the interpretive
